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RAGNARÖK
Ragnarök, the final battle in Germanic mythology, seemed
omnipresent among American intelligence officers. They called
it Götterdämmerung or Twilight of the Gods, and quipped that
the time had come. Allegedly invincible powers would be
toppled, Germany cut in half, and the 1,000-Year Reich crum-
bled. The victors would form a different balance. 
Readers can watch Major General Stanley Eric Reinhart and
many of his comrades in arms on their fast-paced trek through
Europe, see them end in the center of that continent what the
attack on Pearl Harbor had provoked in the Pacific. They can
watch troops prepare for combat, celebrate victory, and become
caregivers. Readers encounter weapons arsenals, casualties and
prisoners of war. They see soldiers stuck in the mud, carcasses
frozen to the ground, ruins of bombed cities and civilians
desperately trying to hang on. They meet survivors and freed
hostages, be they royalty or clergy, and in the end, readers
witness what Reinhart concluded in 1945: “In spite of every-
thing, we licked the obstacles.” 
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